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Cast of Characters 
(In Order of Appearance) 


Haversham - Robynn Ochsner 
Rita Eyelesbarrow - Molly Ploger 
Miss Maple - Sadie Gleason 
Father White - Richard Coleman 
Chandler Marlowe - Matt Henderson 
Louie Fan - Omar Ruiz 
Rick Carlyle - Mason Schaller 
Laura Carlyle - Corrine Blakeslee 
Peter Flimsey - Greg White 
Charity Haze - Breann Harper 
Mable Dupre - Sara Speivin 
Pharoh Link - George Spelvin 


Voices on the Radio - Steve Querbach & 
Carl Scott 


Produced through special arrangement 
with Baker’s Plays %: 





Director’s Notes 


One of my favorite things to do is to curl up 
with a good book, preferably a mystery. Lately 
I’ve been reading anything by Patricia Cornwell, 
Caleb Carr, and Jeffrey Deaver. Three writers 
who know how to weave a tale with a crafty 
detective at the center of the story. Cornwell’s 
coroner, Carr’s alienist, and Deaver’s 
quadriplegic forensic scientist /detective owe 
homage to the same characters this play spoofs. 


All of the characters in “The Butler Did It” 
are modeled after detectives of the not so 
distant past. So many of them could be 
identified just by the clever play on their names. 
Witty and sophisticated Rick and Laura Carlyle 
stand in for the supremely witty and 
sophisticated Nick and Nora Charles. Gritty 
Chandler Marlowe represents the ultimate 
private investigator, Philip Marlowe (a 
particularly clever use of the author’s and the 
character’s names). Father Brown became 
Father White. Charity Haze sounds a lot like 
60’s icon Modesty Blaise. Louie Fan, of course, is 
the substitute for the famous Charlie Chan with 
a little Mr. Wong and Mr. I. A. Motto thrown in 
for good measure. The one character I had 
trouble placing was Peter Flimsey, a detective 
from the Sherlock Holmes school. After a little 
research I was surprised to discover that he was 


modeled after Lord Peter Wimsey, a character 
that I had seen on PBS’ “Masterpiece Theatre.” 
All of the original characters are loved by 
mystery readers the world over. The Charlie 
Chan, Philip Marlowe, and Thin Man movies 
still play regularly on television, and the 1965 
film version of Modesty Blaise was recently seen 
on the American Movie Channel. The detective 
novel has become an ingrained part of our 
culture. 


In preparation for tonight’s/today’s 
performance, each actor was given a detailed 
description of their literary counterpart. From 
those descriptions we have created a display in 
the lobby for your edification and enjoyment. 
Please take time to get to know each of the 
original detectives either before the show, 


during intermission, or after the final curtain is 
drawn. 


This has been a particularly good group of 
actors to work with both as a director and as a 
fellow actor. Each has endeavored to create a 
fun and interesting character to enliven Kelly’s 
spoof with intelligence and whit. I know that 
you'll enjoy their performances and appreciate 
the hard work it took to not only rehearse the 
play but also to construct the set, gather props, 
set lights, practice sound cues, and to get the 
publicity out in a timely manner. 


Enjoy! 





Synopsis of Scenes 


Place: Ravenswood Manor, an isolated 
estate on Turkey Island, off the 
coast of San Francisco. 


Time: The Present 


Act I 





The sitting room. The afternoon. 
Act IT 
Scene 1: The sitting room. Later. 
Intermission 
Scene 2: Still later. 
Act III 
Early morning- 
Please help us to make this performance % 
memorable one by refraining from using flas. 
Photography, keeping small children quiet and in 
their seats, returning to your seat promptly from 


intermission, and refraining from putting your 
feet on the back of the seats. 


a a ns en se 


Crews 
Director/Designer - Greg White 


Stage Manager /Sound - Carl Scott 
Lighting Technician - Steve Querbach 


Set Crew - Matt Henderson, Corrine Blakeslee, 
Robynn Ochsner, Carl Scott, Mason Schaller, 
Steve Querbach, Richard Coleman, and 
Philip Elsen. 


Box Office - June Kliesen, Jeannette Kline, and 
Shirley Lyons 


Hair by DCCC Cosmetology Department - Bev 
Helin and Renee Harris 
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